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(57) ABSTRACT

A method of detecting battery degradation level detects
charging and discharging current flow in the battery and
determines battery degradation level (state of health, SOH)
from the charging and discharging current. The method
detects the battery degradation level (SOH) from the root-
mean-square of the charging and discharging current flow
(1,,,.s) in the battery, which is designated effective current.
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METHOD OF DETECTING BATTERY
DEGRADATION LEVEL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method of detecting
battery degradation level, and in particular to a method of
detecting degradation level optimally suited for a battery used
in a power source apparatus that drives an electric-powered
vehicle or a battery used in a solar cell power storage unit.

2. Description of the Related Art

A rechargeable battery degrades with charge-discharge
cycle repetitions and the capacity to which it can be charged
decreases. Since degradation increases due to over-charging
and over-discharging, degradation can be reduced and battery
lifetime extended by preventing over-charging and over-dis-
charging, and by limiting charging and discharging operation
in regions close to over-charging and over-discharging. To
implement this type of operation and achieve reduced degra-
dation and increased lifetime in a battery that drives a vehicle
such as a hybrid vehicle (HV, hybrid car, hybrid electric
vehicle, HEV), the battery is charged and discharged within a
specified range of residual capacity (state-of-charge, SOC
[%]). For example, battery charging and discharging can be
controlled within a residual capacity (SOC [%]) range of
50%zx20%. To control charging and discharging and keep the
residual capacity (SOC [%]) within a specified range, it is
necessary to detect the full-charge capacity. This is because
residual capacity (SOC [%]) is represented by the ratio of the
amount of charge (Ah) capable of being discharged to the full
charge capacity (Ah). The full-charge capacity can be deter-
mined by integrating the discharge current when the battery is
discharged from a fully-charged state to a completely dis-
charged state. Or, the full-charge capacity can be determined
by integrating the charging current required to fully-charge
the battery from a completely discharged state. However,
full-charge capacity determination by these methods requires
the battery either to be charged from a fully discharged state
to a fully-charged state or to be discharged from a fully-
charged state to a completely discharged state. For a battery
used in an operating environment that does not completely
discharge or fully-charge the battery, full-charge capacity
cannot be detected by simply integrating the discharge cur-
rent or charging current. For example, in a hybrid vehicle
application, the vehicle cannot be driven by the battery if it is
completely discharged, and the battery cannot be charged by
regenerative braking if it is fully-charged. Further, for a bat-
tery charged by solar cells, solar cell output depends on
weather conditions and battery discharge depends on load
requirements. Consequently, it can be difficult to operate in a
fully-charged state or completely discharged state in a solar
cell power storage application as well.

Since full-charge capacity cannot be determined by inte-
grating current in applications that limit battery degradation
by controlling charging and discharging within a given
residual capacity (SOC [%]) range, an alternate method of
determining full-charge capacity is required. Charging and
discharging cannot be controlled within a specified range of
residual capacity (SOC [%]) if the full-charge capacity is not
accurately detected. Consequently, accurate detection of the
full-charge capacity is necessary for this type of limited
charge-capacity-range operation. Since batteries have the
property that full-charge capacity changes as battery degra-
dation proceeds, full-charge capacity can be detected by
accurately detecting the degree of battery degradation. Con-
sequently, accurate determination of the level of battery deg-
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2

radation is particularly important for a battery that has its
charging and discharging controlled within a given residual
capacity range.

A method of integrating battery charging and discharging
current has been developed to detect battery degradation
level.

Refer to Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication 2008-
228492

According to the rechargeable battery charging method
cited in JP 2008-228492 A, battery charging current is inte-
grated and saved in a cumulative manner, each time the cumu-
lative integrated value becomes equal to the full-charge
capacity of the battery, it is counted as one cycle, and the
battery degradation level is determined as the cumulative
cycle count increases. This method detects battery degrada-
tion level from the integrated charging current. Specifically,
the battery is assumed to degrade as the integrated charging
current increases, and that relation is used to detect the deg-
radation level.

Although the disclosed method detects degradation level
from the integrated current, battery degradation level is not
determined exclusively by the integrated current value, and
different degradation levels can result even when the inte-
grated current value is the same. For the case where the
integrated current values are the same, degradation level is
larger for varying current conditions than for constant current
conditions. For example, when 10 A of current flows for 10
sec, the integrated current value is 100 Asec, and when a
current peak of 100 A flows for 1 sec while no current flows
for the remaining 9 sec, the integrated current value is also
100 Asec. However, the battery degradation level for a 100 A
peak current flow is greater than that for constant 10 A current
flow conditions. As a result, a method that detects degradation
level based only on integrated current values has the draw-
back that an accurate battery degradation level cannot always
be determined.

The present invention was developed to further resolve the
drawback described above. Thus, it is a primary object of the
present invention to provide a method of detecting battery
degradation level that can more accurately detect the degra-
dation level from the battery current.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The method of detecting battery degradation level of the
present invention detects charging and discharging current
flow in the battery and determines battery degradation level
(state of health, SOH) from the charging and discharging
current. The method detects the battery degradation level
(SOH) from effective current (1,,,.), which is the root-mean-
square of the charging and discharging current flowing in the
battery.

Since this method does not detect degradation level (SOH)
from the integrated average current flow in the battery, but
rather from the effective value of charging and discharging
current (I, ), it can more accurately determine degradation
level (SOH) from the battery current. This is because even for
the same integrated battery current value, the degradation
level is greater for fluctuating current than for current flow
that is constant on average.

The method of detecting battery degradation level of the
present invention can detect battery degradation level (SOH)
from the cumulative value of the effective value of charging
and discharging current (1,,,.) flow in the battery. Since this
method detects battery degradation level (SOH) from the
cumulative value of effective current (1,,,,), the degradation
level (SOH) can be determined while reducing the number of
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times SOH is detected from effective current (1,,,,). Specifi-
cally, by making the time period over which effective current
(I,,,.s) 1s accumulated greater than the period for effective
current (1,,,.) detection, the degradation level (SOH) can be
detected while reducing the number times it is detected.

The method of detecting battery degradation level of the
present invention can detect the cumulative value of the effec-
tive value of charging and discharging current (I,,,.) with a
constant accumulation time. Since this method detects deg-
radation level (SOH) from effective current (I,,,,) values
accumulated over a pre-set constant time period, the degra-
dation level can be determined in a simple manner.

The method of detecting battery degradation level of the
present invention can detect the cumulative value of effective
value of charging and discharging current (1,,,,) with accu-
mulation times set coincident with charging and discharging
time intervals. Since this method accumulates effective cur-
rent (I,,,,;) with time intervals set optimally for a battery being
charged and discharged, degradation level (SOH) can be
determined in a simple and accurate manner.

The method of detecting battery degradation level of the
present invention can detect battery degradation level (SOH)
from effective value of charging and discharging current
(I,,..s) and accumulated time that a pre-set current limit is
exceeded. Since this method does not detect degradation level
(SOH) exclusively by effective current (I,,,;) but rather by
both effective current (I,,,.) and accumulated time exceeding
the current limit, degradation level (SOH) can be detected
more accurately.

The method of detecting battery degradation level of the
present invention can detect battery degradation level (SOH)
from the root-mean-squared charging and discharging cur-
rent (I,,,,.) and accumulated time that pre-set upper and lower
voltage limits are exceeded. Since this method detects degra-
dation level (SOH) considering the accumulated time that
upper and lower voltage limits are exceeded in addition to
effective current (1,,,.), degradation level (SOH) can be
detected more accurately.

The method of detecting battery degradation level of the
present invention can detect battery charging and discharging
current with a sampling period of 1 msec to 1 sec to determine
root-mean-squared current. Since this method detects battery
current with a 1 msec to 1 sec sampling period, root-mean-
squared eftective current (I,,,,) can be accurately determined
from varying battery current flow for accurate detection of the
degradation level (SOH).

The method of detecting battery degradation level of the
present invention can be used in an application that controls
battery charging and discharging within a pre-set residual
capacity (SOC [%]) range. In this method of detecting deg-
radation level, full-charge capacity is accurately detected
from the battery degradation level (SOH), and with the
detected full-charge capacity, battery operation can be con-
trolled within a fixed residual capacity range. As a result, this
method has the characteristic that battery over-charging and
over-discharging can be reliably prevented allowing extended
lifetime.

The method of detecting battery degradation level of the
present invention can be applied to a battery that supplies
power to amotor to drive a vehicle. In this method, full-charge
capacity of abattery that supplies power to a motor is detected
from the degradation level (SOH), and from the detected
full-charge capacity, over-charging and over-discharging can
be prevented to minimize degradation. Accordingly, this
method has the characteristic that the battery can be used over
a long lifetime.
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The method of detecting battery degradation level of the
present invention can be applied to a battery used in a power
source that stores solar cell power. In this method, full-charge
capacity of a battery charged by solar cells is accurately
detected from the degradation level (SOH), and from the
detected full-charge capacity, over-charging and over-dis-
charging can be prevented to minimize degradation. Accord-
ingly, this method has the characteristic that the lifetime of a
high-cost battery can be extended. The above and further
objects of the present invention as well as the features thereof
will become more apparent from the following detailed
description to be made in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an electric-powered
vehicle power source apparatus used in the method of detect-
ing battery degradation level for an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a solar cell charged
power source apparatus used in the method of detecting bat-
tery degradation level for one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 3 is a graph showing an example of effective current
(root-mean-squared current, I, ) computation from a plural-
ity of detected current values;

FIG. 4 is a graph showing another example of effective
current (I,,,.) computation from a plurality of detected current
values;

FIG. 5 is a graph showing the first weighting factor and the
second weighting factor;

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram showing an equivalent circuit of
a battery with internal resistance;

FIG. 7 is a graph showing battery current-voltage charac-
teristics during charging and discharging;

FIG. 8 is a graph showing the second degradation level
(SOH2) as a function of internal battery resistance; and

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of decision circuit computation of the
degradation level (SOH).

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following describes embodiments of the present
invention based on the figures. However, the following
embodiments are merely specific examples of a method of
detecting battery degradation level representative of the tech-
nology associated with the present invention, and the method
of detecting battery degradation level of the present invention
is not limited to the embodiments described below. Further,
components cited in the claims are in no way limited to the
components indicated in the embodiments.

FIGS. 1 and 2 are block diagrams of power source appa-
ratus that use the method of detecting battery degradation
level of the present invention. FIG. 1 shows a block diagram
for determining the degradation level of a battery 1 installed
on-board a hybrid vehicle 10A, and FIG. 2 shows a block
diagram for determining the degradation level of a battery 1
charged by solar cells 20. However, the present invention is
not limited to detecting degradation level of a battery applied
in an electric-powered vehicle such as a hybrid vehicle, a
plug-in hybrid electric vehicle, or electric vehicle (EV, elec-
tric automobile), or in a battery charged by solar cells. In a
battery 1 used in an electric-powered vehicle such as a hybrid
vehicle 10A or used with solar cells 20, full-charge capacity
(Ah) is detected from the degradation level, and the residual
capacity (SOC [%]) is computed from the ratio of the present
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battery capacity that can be discharged (Ah) to the detected
full-charge capacity (Ah). This allows charging and discharg-
ing current to be controlled to keep the residual capacity
(SOC [%]) within a specified range such as 50%20%.

The battery 1 in the hybrid vehicle 10A application of FIG.
1 is discharged by supplying power to the vehicle driving
motor 12 and is charged by a generator 13 to maintain the
residual capacity near the 50% level. The battery 1 degrada-
tion level (SOH) is detected by a decision circuit 2.

The vehicle-side is provided with a bidirectional power
converter 11 that supplies power from the battery 1 to the
motor 12 and supplies generator 13 power to the battery 1.
The bidirectional power converter 11 converts battery 1 direct
current (DC) power to three-phase alternating current (AC)
power to supply to the motor 12, and converts generator 13
AC output to DC to supply to the battery 1. The bidirectional
power converter 11 is controlled by a control circuit 14 that
controls power supplied from the battery 1 to the motor 12
and charging power from the generator 13 to the battery 1.
The control circuit 14 controls the bidirectional power con-
verter 11 considering the battery 1 degradation level (SOH),
which is sent via communication lines 9 from the decision
circuit 2 on the power source apparatus-side. When the bat-
tery 1 degradation level (SOH) is in a normally anticipated
range, the control circuit 14 controls the bidirectional power
converter 11 according to a normal-mode. However, when the
battery 1 degradation level (SOH) is lower than that expected
under normal conditions, the control circuit 14 controls the
bidirectional power converter 11 according to a restricted-
mode, which reduces charging and discharging power com-
pared to the normal-mode. Conversely, when the battery 1
degradation level (SOH) is larger than that expected under
normal conditions, the control circuit 14 controls the bidirec-
tional power converter 11 according to an acceleration-mode,
which increases charging and discharging power compared to
the normal-mode, or according to the normal-mode. With this
type of control of motor 12 input and generator 13 output by
the control circuit 14 using the bidirectional power converter
11, battery 1 lifetime can approach a targeted number of years
of service.

To detect the battery 1 degradation level (SOH), the deci-
sion circuit 2 is provided with a current detection circuit 3 that
detects charging and discharging current flow through the
battery 1, a temperature sensor 4 that detects battery 1 tem-
perature, a voltage detection circuit 5 that detects battery 1
voltage, and a computation circuit 6 that computes battery 1
degradation level (SOH) from the values detected by the
various detection circuits.

In addition, the decision circuit 2 houses electrically eras-
able programmable read-only memory (EEPROM) as
memory 7 circuitry. The degradation level (SOH) is stored in
EEPROM and transmitted to the vehicle-side control circuit
14 via the communication lines 9.

The current detection circuit 3 is provided with an analog-
to-digital (A/D) converter (not illustrated) to convert detected
analog current values to digital signals with a fixed sampling
period. The current detection circuit 3 detects charging and
discharging current with a constant sampling period, converts
the detected values to digital signals, and outputs those sig-
nals to the computation circuit 6. The current detection circuit
3 detects battery 1 current with a sampling period of 1 msec to
10 msec. However, the current detection circuit sampling
period is set to an optimal value according to the way that
current flow varies in the battery. Specifically, the sampling
period is setto an optimal value depending on whether current
varies drastically over a short period or changes slowly over a
long time, and for example, can be from 1 msec to 1 sec.
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Rapidly fluctuating current can be detected more accurately
by shortening the sampling period. However, a short sam-
pling period requires faster A/D conversion and increases the
parts-cost. In addition, since a short sampling period means
the decision circuit 6 must process current signals faster,
decision circuit 6 parts-cost also increases. Conversely, if the
sampling period is too long, time-varying current may not be
accurately detected. Accordingly, the sampling period for
current detection is set to a time interval that can accurately
detect the time-varying current.

The computation circuit 6 computes root-mean-squared
effective current (1,,,.) from digital signal current values input
from the current detection circuit 3. The computation circuit
6 computes the root-mean-square of the current values to
determine eftective current (1,,,,) according to the following
equation:

Effective current (I, )=[(, 2+is2+i3 2+ . . . +1,2)n]"2

wherei,, i,,13, . . . 1, are current values detected each sampling
period by the current detection circuit 3.

The effective current (1,,,,) is computed from a plurality of
sequentially detected current values. For example, as shown
in FIG. 3, current values are detected with a 10 msec sampling
period, and effective currents are computed for each 1 sec
interval (I, L, 15, I, Is, . . . ). Battery 1 degradation level
(SOH) is determined from each effective current (I,,,,) com-
puted from detected current values. The computation circuit 6
has a look-up-table or function stored in memory 7 that relates
battery 1 degradation level (SOH) to corresponding effective
current (I,,,.) values. A decision circuit 2 that determines
effective current (1,,,) values with a 1 sec periodicity detects
and stores the battery 1 degradation level corresponding to the
effective current (I, ) that flows in each 1 sec interval. The
computation circuit 6 sums the degradation level values
stored in memory 7 to determine the battery 1 degradation
level (SOH).

The computation circuit 6 can also determine degradation
level (SOH) from cumulative effective current (1,,,,) rather
than determining battery 1 degradation level for each periodi-
cally detected effective current (I,,,.). For example, a 1 min
cumulative effective current value can be detected from the
product of effective current (I,,,) and time, and the degrada-
tion level (SOH) can be determined from that cumulative
value. The computation circuit 6 has a look-up-table or func-
tion stored in memory that relates battery 1 degradation level
(SOH) to the cumulative effective current value, and the bat-
tery 1 degradation level (SOH) is detected from the recorded
cumulative value.

The computation circuit 6 can also align the cumulative
effective current (I,,,.) time intervals with periods of charging
and discharging, and the degradation level (SOH) can be
determined from those cumulative effective current values.
For example, as shown in FIG. 4, effective current (I,,,,) can
be accumulated during battery 1 discharging (T,) and charg-
ing periods (t,, t;), and battery 1 degradation level (SOH) can
be determined from those cumulative values. The computa-
tion circuit 6 has degradation level (SOH) corresponding to
cumulative effective discharge current (I,,,,) and cumulative
effective charging current (I,,,.,) stored in memory 7. Battery
1 degradation level (SOH) is detected from the cumulative
values stored in memory 7.

The computation circuit 6 can also average digital signal
values detected by the current detection circuit 3 to detect
average current, and compute eftective current (I,,,.) from the
average current values. For example, the computation circuit
6 adds and averages a plurality of current values and com-
putes effective current (I,,,,.) from the computed average cur-
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rent values. Further, the computation circuit 6 can compute
average current values from a plurality of detected current
values discarding the maximum and minimum values, and
compute effective current (I,,,,) from those amended average
current values. This computation circuit 6 can detect battery 1
current accurately be discarding values that cannot be accu-
rately detected due to conditions such as noise.

The decision circuit 2 can also determine battery 1 degra-
dation level (SOH) from effective value of charging and dis-
charging current (I,,,.) flowing in the battery 1 and the accu-
mulated time that current exceeds a preset current limit. The
decision circuit 2 has battery degradation level stored in
memory 7 corresponding to accumulated time exceeding the
current limit, and the battery 1 degradation level (SOH) is
detected from the degradation level that corresponds to the
accumulated time stored in memory 7. The decision circuit 2
determines battery 1 degradation level (SOH) by adding the
degradation level due to effective value of battery charging
and discharging current (1,,,.) and the degradation level dueto
battery 1 current exceeding the current limit.

The decision circuit 2 can also determine battery 1 degra-
dation level (SOH) from the root-mean-square of the charg-
ing and discharging current and from the accumulated time
that preset upper and lower voltage limits are exceeded. The
decision circuit 2 has battery degradation level corresponding
to accumulated time exceeding the upper and lower battery 1
voltage limits stored in memory 7, and the battery 1 degrada-
tionlevel (SOH) is determined from the degradation level that
corresponds to the accumulated time stored in memory 7. The
decision circuit 2 determines battery 1 degradation level
(SOH) by adding the degradation level due to effective value
of battery charging and discharging current (I,,,.) and the
degradation level detected from the accumulated time that
battery 1 voltage exceeds the upper and lower voltage limits.

The decision circuit 2 can detect total battery 1 degradation
level (SOH) by adding the degradation level detected from
effective value of battery charging and discharging current
(I,,..s), the degradation level detected from the accumulated
time that battery 1 current exceeds the current limit, and the
degradation level detected from the accumulated time that
battery 1 voltage exceeds the upper and lower voltage limits.
Further, the decision circuit 2 can detect the degree of degra-
dation due to battery 1 temperature to determine the degra-
dation level (SOH) considering temperature-related deterio-
ration as well.

In addition, the decision circuit 2 can detect the degree of
degradation (SOH) by measuring internal battery 1 resis-
tance. A decision circuit 2 that detects battery 1 degradation
level (SOH) from internal resistance can determine both a
first degradation level (SOH1) from detected values other
than internal resistance and a second degradation level
(SOH2) from the internal resistance. This decision circuit 2
does not simply add the first degradation level (SOH1) and the
second degradation level (SOH2) to determine the degrada-
tionlevel (SOH), but rather determines total degradation level
(SOH) from a weighted sum of the first degradation level
(SOH1) and second degradation level (SOH2) according to
the following equation:

Degradation level (SOH)=first weighting factorx
SOH1+second weighting factorx SOH2

where the sum of the first and second weighting factors is one.

As shown by the graph in FIG. 5, the first weighting factor
and second weighting factor are set according to the internal
resistance. In this figure, the horizontal axis represents a
relative value corresponding to the internal battery 1 resis-
tance and the vertical axis indicates the first weighting factor
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and second weighting factor. In this figure, when the battery
1 degradation level (SOH) is 0%, which is when the battery 1
has reached the end of its lifetime, the relative internal resis-
tance is set to 100. As shown in this figure, as battery 1
degradation proceeds and the degradation level (SOH)
decreases (increased degradation), the first weighting factor
decreases and the second weighting factor increases. This is
because as internal resistance increases to put the battery 1 in
a deteriorated state, the internal resistance accurately deter-
mines the degradation level (SOH). In this method, the first
weighting factor and second weighting factor are set depend-
ing on the internal battery 1 resistance. However, the first
weighting factor and second weighting factor can also be
specified from the second degradation level (SOH2), which
depends on internal battery 1 resistance, or from the total
degradation level (SOH), which depends on the first degra-
dation level (SOH1) and the second degradation level
(SOH2). In that case, the first weighting factor is made small
and the second weighting factor is made large as the second
degradation level (SOH2) or the total degradation level
(SOH) decreases, which is when battery 1 lifetime
approaches its maximum value.

The decision circuit 2 can also determine the first degrada-
tion level (SOH1) from the following equation.

First degradation level (SOH1 [%])=previous SOH1
[%] value-SOH1 [%] due to factors such as cur-
rent and temperature

Battery 1 degradation increases with high battery tempera-
ture. Accordingly, the decision circuit 2 not only stores deg-
radation level versus current data in memory 7, but also deg-
radation level considering battery 1 degradation per unit time
due to temperature. The decision circuit 2 detects degradation
level (SOH) for a battery 1 that degrades over time from
degradation level versus temperature data stored in memory
7.

For a battery 1 installed on-board a vehicle, when the
ignition switch is in the ON state, which is when the vehicle
is being operated, the decision circuit 2 detects parameters
such as effective battery 1 current (1,,,,), temperature, accu-
mulated time exceeding the allowable current, and accumu-
lated time exceeding the upper and lower voltage limits with
given periodicity (for example, with a 10 sec period) to deter-
mine the battery 1 first degradation level (SOH1). However,
the periodicity with which the decision circuit 2 computes the
first degradation level (SOH1) is not limited to a 10 sec period
and can be shorter or longer than 10 sec. For example, the
period for determining the first degradation level (SOH1) can
be 0.1 sec to 1 min, preferably 0.3 sec to 30 sec, and more
preferably 0.3 sec to 10 sec. When the ignition switch is in the
OFF state, the decision circuit 2 detects average battery 1
temperature over a several hour time period (for example,
every 1 hr to 5 hrs) to compute the first degradation level
(SOH1).

For a battery 1 charged by solar cells 20, battery 1 first
degradation level (SOH1) is determined with a constant
period such as 1 sec to 1 min.

The decision circuit 2 also detects internal battery 1 resis-
tance and determines the second degradation level (SOH2)
from the internal resistance. An equivalent circuit for a battery
1 with internal resistance is shown in FIG. 6. If the battery 1
in this equivalent circuit is charged and discharged, and the
current [ and output voltage VL are measured and plotted, a
graph with the form of FIG. 7 results. In FIG. 7, the internal
resistance R0 can be calculated from the slope of straight line,
which represents the battery 1 current-voltage (I-V) charac-
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teristics. If the battery 1 open-circuit voltage is Vo and a
voltage VL results when current I flows:

VL=Vo-ROxI

and rearranging that equation, internal resistance is computed
as follows.

RO=(Vo-VL)/I

The second degradation level (SOH2) corresponding to
internal battery 1 resistance is pre-stored as a look-up-table or
as a function in the decision circuit 2. An example of second
degradation level (SOH2) versus internal battery 1 resistance
stored as a look-up-table or function is shown in graphical
form in FIG. 8. A battery with the characteristics shown in this
figure has a second degradation level (SOH2) of 60% when its
internal resistance is 300 m€Q.

A decision circuit 2 that detects the battery 1 degradation
level (SOH) from a first degradation level (SOH1) and a
second degradation level (SOH2) determines a first weighting
factor and second weighting factor from the detected first
degradation level (SOH1) and second degradation level
(SOH2). A flowchart for decision circuit 2 computation of the
degradation level (SOH) is shown in FIG. 9 and described as
follows.

[Step n=1]

The decision circuit 2 sets initial values for the first degra-
dation level (SOH1), the second degradation level (SOH2),
and the degradation level (SOH) from data stored in internal
memory 7.

[Step n=2]

The decision circuit 2 computes internal resistance from
battery 1 current and voltage. Here, measurement accuracy is
improved by compensating for temperature. This is because
internal resistance varies as a function of temperature. Battery
1 temperature is measured when the internal resistance is
detected, and the detected (temperature dependent) internal
resistance is converted to internal resistance at a specified
temperature. A decision circuit 2 that compensates internal
resistance for temperature has internal resistance versus tem-
perature stored in memory as a look-up-table or function. The
internal resistance is corrected to internal resistance at a
specified temperature according to the values stored in
memory.

[Step n=3]

Battery 1 charging and discharging current, temperature,
and internal resistance (compensated for temperature) are
measured.

[Step n=4]

Control loops through steps n=2-4 until 1 sec has elapsed.
[Step n=5]

When 1 sec has elapsed, the effective current (I,,,,), aver-
age temperature, and internal resistance are computed for that
1 sec interval.

[Step n=6]

The decision circuit 2 uses the effective current (1,,,,) and
average temperature in the 1 sec interval to determine the first
degradation level (SOH1).

[Step n=7]

The decision circuit 2 determines the second degradation
level (SOH2) from the internal resistance based on a look-up-
table or function stored in memory.

[Step n=8]

The decision circuit 2 establishes the first weighting factor
and second weighting factor for the first degradation level
(SOH1) and second degradation level (SOH2). The first
weighting factor and second weighting factor are established
as shown in FIG. 5.
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[Step n=9]

The decision circuit 2 computes overall battery 1 degrada-
tion level (SOH) from the first weighting factor and first
degradation level (SOH1), and from the second weighting
factor and second degradation level (SOH2).

[Step n=10]

Since the first degradation level (SOH1) approaches the
overall degradation level (SOH) as degradation proceeds, the
first degradation level (SOH1) is revised based on the com-
puted degradation level (SOH).

In this manner, the decision circuit 2 determines the battery
1 degradation level (SOH) and sends the resulting SOH val-
ues to a control circuit 14 on the vehicle-side via the commu-
nication lines 9. By detecting the degradation level (SOH) in
the manner described above, it is possible to know the battery
1 lifetime. Further, by pre-storing various characteristics
(such as the relation of voltage, residual capacity, and full-
charge capacity to the degradation level) for each degradation
level (SOH), those stored characteristics can be used as
required at the point in time when the degradation level
(SOH) is determined.

The decision circuit 2 has a look-up-table or function
stored in memory that indicates full-charge capacity (Ah)
corresponding to the battery 1 degradation level (SOH). If
full-charge capacity (Ah) is determined from the degradation
level (SOH) for a battery 1 charged and discharged in a
vehicle or solar cell application, residual capacity (SOC [%])
can be computed from the ratio of battery capacity that can be
discharged (Ah) to the full-charge capacity (Ah). The battery
capacity that can be discharged (Ah) is computed by integrat-
ing battery 1 charging and discharging current. Here, the
capacity that can be discharged (Ah) is computed by subtract-
ing the integrated value of discharge current from the inte-
grated value of charging current. If the residual capacity
(SOC [%]) is known, charging and discharging current can be
controlled to keep the residual capacity (SOC [%]) within a
given range. For example, charging and discharging current
can be controlled to keep the residual capacity (SOC [%])
within a range 0f30% to 70%, 20% to 80%, or 10% to 90% to
reduce degradation and extend battery 1 lifetime.

Further, if battery 1 degradation level (SOH) is known,
charging and discharging can be conducted while protecting
the battery 1 according to its degradation level (SOH) by
limiting the maximum current flow in the battery 1 or reduc-
ing the maximum voltage during charging.

The method of detecting battery degradation level of the
present invention can be appropriately used in a power source
apparatus in a vehicle such as a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle
that can switch between an electric vehicle (EV) mode and a
hybrid electric vehicle (HEV) mode, a hybrid (electric)
vehicle, and an electric vehicle. The present invention can
also be appropriately used in applications such as a server
computer backup power source that can be rack-installed, a
backup power source apparatus for a wireless base station
such as a mobile phone base station, a power storage appara-
tus for the home or manufacturing facility, a streetlight power
source, a power storage apparatus for use with solar cells, and
a backup power source in systems such as traffic signals.

The invention claimed is:
1. A method of detecting battery degradation level, the
method comprising:

detecting charging and discharging current flow in the bat-
tery; and

detecting battery degradation level (state of health, SOH)
from effective current (1,,,,), which is the root-mean-
square of the charging and discharging current.
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2. The method of detecting battery degradation level as
cited in claim 1, wherein battery degradation level (SOH) is
detected from a cumulative value of the effective value of
charging and discharging current (I,,,.) flow in the battery.

3. The method of detecting battery degradation level as
cited in claim 2, wherein the cumulative value of the effective
value of charging and discharging current (1,,,,) is detected
with a constant accumulation time.

4. The method of detecting battery degradation level as
cited in claim 2, wherein the cumulative value of effective
value of charging and discharging current (1,,,,) is detected
with accumulation times set coincident with charging and
discharging time intervals.

5. The method of detecting battery degradation level as
cited in claim 1, wherein battery degradation level (SOH) is
detected from the effective battery charging and discharging
current (I,,,.) and accumulated time that a pre-set current
limit is exceeded.

6. The method of detecting battery degradation level as
cited in claim 1, wherein battery degradation level (SOH) is

12

detected from the root-mean-square of the battery charging
and discharging current (I, ) and accumulated time that
pre-set upper and lower voltage limits are exceeded.

7. The method of detecting battery degradation level as
cited in claim 1, wherein battery charging and discharging
current are measured with a sampling period of 1 msec to 1
sec to determine the root-mean-squared current.

8. The method of detecting battery degradation level as
cited in claim 1, wherein battery charging and discharging is
controlled within a pre-set residual capacity (state of charge,
SOC) range.

9. The method of detecting battery degradation level as
cited in claim 8 used in a battery that supplies power to a
motor to drive a vehicle.

10. The method of detecting battery degradation level as
cited in claim 8 applied to a battery used ina power source that
stores solar cell power.
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